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“Islam is the complete negation of Europe...Islam is the disdain
of science, the suppression of civil society, it is the appalling
simplicity of the Semitic spirit, restricting the human mind,
closing it to all delicate ideas, to all refined sentiment, to all

rational research, in order to keep it facing an eternal tautology:
God is God,”
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“Igbal's Revaluation of Man is not that of Man qua Man, but of
Man in relation to God.”
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“One looks in vain for any systematic analysis of new currents of
thought in the Muslim world, since almost all of the books
written in English and French fall into the category of

apologetics, seeking either to defend Islam or to show its
conformity to contemporary thinking.”
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“Outstanding exception is the Indian scholar and poet, Sir
Muhammad Igbal who in his six lecture in the Reconstruction of
Religious Thought in Islam faces outright the question of

reformulating the basic ideas of Muslim theology and demands a
fresh examination of fundamentals of Islamic belief.”
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“Theologically, Igbal wrought the most important and the most
necessary revolution of modern times, He did this by making

God not merely transcendent but also immanent,”
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“During the last five hundred years, religious thought in Islam
has been practically stationary.”™
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“There was a time when European thought received inspiration
from the world of Islam.”
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“The most remarkable phenomenon of modern history, however,

is the enormous rapidity with which the world of Islam is
spiritually moving towards the West.- - - - - - - - - - == - - - - - - - -

There is nothing wrong in this movement, for European culture,

on its intellectual side, is only a further development of some of

the most important phases of the culture of Islam.”
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“Our only fear is that the dazzling exterior of European

culture may arrest our movement and we may fail to reach

the true inwardness of that culture,”
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“It is necessary to examine in an independent spirit what

Europe has thought and how far the conclusion reached by her

can help us in the revision and, if necessary, reconstruction of
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theological thought in Islam.
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“The only course open to us is to approach modern knowledge
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with a respectful but independent attitude.
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“ Europe today is the greatest hindrance in the way of man's
ethical advancement.”
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" Scientists from the School of Plant Sciences at the University of Tel

Aviv announce in the last few days that they had recorded with the help
of special ult i —sound micro phones | the screams of pain that plants

make when they are cut or lack of water "
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MESSAGE OF THE QUR’AN

Translation and Brief Elucidation
By

Dr.Israr Ahmad

Surah Al-Anfal (8)

Ayat 20 to 28
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Ayah 20
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O believers! Obey Allah and His Messenger and do not turn
away from him while you hear (his call).

This means that when the Messenger of Allah Aot had decided to proceed
towards Badr, why was there any reluctance, debate, or argument from
your side? You should have responded to the wish of Allah and the
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Al-Anfal 2

Prophet Azt with the words "We hear and we obey" and submitted to his

Agaf command. It should be observed that this is specifically directed at

those who had shown weakness at that particular moment.
Ayah 21
PR EANE /”/;’:/"6/525,1//
0033y 553 E2 1B 61555 Y 3
Do not be like those who say, “We hear,” but in fact they are
not listening.

This means they only say "We have heard" with their mouths, but their
hearts remain entrenched in their own thoughts and interests. As they lack

any inclination towards sincere obedience, such listening holds no value in
the sight of Allah.

Ayah 22
58 2,2 P Y i, 24
OG31535Y G A1 S 50l Bg T332
Indeed, the worst of all beings in the sight of Allah are the
(wilfully) deaf and dumb, who do not understand.
Here, the hypocrites have specifically been referred to as the vilest beasts.
Ayah 23
/55/,5.»’»//,//
5N IRE Sed ) 2k 33
Had Allah found any goodness in them, He would have
certainly made them hear.

SRS ’ayiﬁ ’ﬁ/././a //5/5//

IS S PP NPT

(But) even if He had made them hear, they would have surely
turned away heedlessly.

If Allah had found any capability in them, He would have granted them
the ability to listen and understand. However, if they had been made to
come out for battle without this capability, they would have turned back
at the sight of danger. This is specifically a warning to those who were
hesitating in facing the disbelievers' army.

Ayah 24
e, 2 g z 1. s - /,’.6 /5/'/
RENH PR SN AUP TN R A TSR el
O believers! Respond to Allah and His Messenger when he
calls you to that which gives you life.
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Al-Anfal 3

You might perceive embarking on the path of war as treading towards
death, while in truth, Jihad in the path of Allah is a gateway to the real and
everlasting life. As has been stated in Surah Al-Baqarah regarding the
martyrs: €535 5 54 S A e 3 0 24 55 Y 5 (Al-Bagarah 156)
“And do not say about those who are killed in the way of Allah that they are
dead. Rather, they are alive, but you perceive it not”, what Allah and His
Messenger [zt are calling you towards is life in reality. In contrast, turning
away from this invitation is akin to living like mere animals. It has been
declared about such individuals in Surah Al-A‘raf: %y\ V‘; X r\ifﬁg@j} (Al-
A'raf 179), "They are like cattle; rather, they are even more astray

885580\l Ussg A T zers

And know that Allah stands between a person and their heart

Should a person ignore the call of Allah and His Messenger A5t and
persist in being heedless of their commandments, Allah will Himself
place a barrier between such an individual and true guidance, rendering
him incapable of listening to and comprehending Divine instructions.
This very theme has been articulated in Surah Al-Baqarah, ayah 7, as
follows: %r{w u&; 3 (“ﬁb u&s 2 f">’ "Allah has set a seal upon their hearts
and their hearing." In Surah Al-An‘am, ayah 110, this principle has been
expressed with even greater severity: €35 g ~ Vg \f(,a,)\@\ 5 ! Y 3
"We will turn their hearts and eyes away since they refused to believe in it
initially." This signifies that the fate of those who do not immediately
accept the truth even after it has become absolutely clear and turn away
from it is that their hearts are inverted, and their sight overturned.
Therefore, this is a very sensitive and alarming matter. If a demand of the
Deen or a command of Allah presents itself to someone, and his heart
acknowledges its truth, yet he turns away and avoids it, he might be
punished in this life by having his ability to recognize truth withdrawn, his
heart and ear sealed, his eyes veiled, and a barrier placed between him and
guidance. This is Allah's way and an unalterable law ordained by Him.

a9 % 2 ’Tﬁ./,
O&353543) 4315

And that to Him you will all be gathered.
Ayah 25
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Al-Anfal 4

Beware of a trial that will not only affect the wrongdoers
among you.

This is also Allah’s unchangeable law. The reference to this ayah has
previously appeared during the study of Surah Al-A’raf, ayah 166. It is
crucial to understand in this context that directly committing a sin is not
the only form of wrongdoing; failing to fulfill a duty also falls under the
category of sin. For example, if a Muslim personally avoids sinning and
strives to perform good deeds, giving charity, and observing prayer and
fasting, yet simultaneously neglects the support of Allah and His Deen,
avoids striving for the establishment of the Deen, and refrains from
sacrificing his wealth and time for this cause, then such a person is
considered culpable in the sight of Allah; he will not escape the collective
punishment that may ensue. In this regard, this ayah leaves one’s heart
trembling with fear.

P L5 =7 2
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And know that Allah is severe in punishment.

'3

Now read the next ayah specifically with reference to Pakistani Muslims.

Ayah 26

I /,’f/’.’,':@!:,’i/f 5 ’f s
Ufj‘j!éwwdﬁ-{éﬁhﬂ,jf:\,
Remember when you had been vastly outnumbered and
oppressed in the land

5% Y15 0T A5 %
L) M@ O»ES
Constantly in fear of attacks by your enemy

In the context of the Pakistan Movement, this phrase can be understood to
signify that Muslims were a minority in the Subcontinent; facing the Hindu
majority, they feared that they were not strong enough to protect their
rights. Alongside the imminent dangers to their lives and wealth, there was
also the apprehension of being exploited in every respect—economically,
socially, politically, linguistically, and religiously—Dby the majority.

< P . )

03585 2500 il o2 285558 a8 250315 25,6

Then He sheltered you, strengthened you with His help, and

provided you with good things so perhaps you would be
thankful.
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Al-Anfal 5

Ayah 27
e e ,l. Pt PP .G /{»/P/
a5 Yl Gl B0
O believers! Do not betray Allah and the Messenger

To betray Allah’s trusts is indeed a grave transgression. The most
significant of these trusts is the soul He has breathed into our bodies. This
has been further emphasized in Surah Al-Ahzab: éujwl\ Je 231 ko 6
iz Wb o870 "5l Uy i il 5 Ld ol b Jldl 5 255 ¥ (Al-Ahzib 72)
"Indeed, We offered the trust to the heavens, the earth, and the mountains,
and they declined to bear it and feared it, but man undertook it. Indeed, he
was arrogant and ignorant." Moreover, the Deen, the Quran, and the
Shariah are monumental trusts bestowed upon us by Allah and His
Messenger Alsif. Therefore, if we profess our faith and claim to love Allah
and His Messenger A5k, yet remain engrossed in our personal affairs—
our businesses, our assets, our jobs, and our careers—while turning a blind
eye to the subjugation of Allah’s Deen, we commit such a crime that no
act of greater disloyalty, treachery, and treason against Allah and His

Messenger Azt can be imagined.

154 5 231 ’(3’ 2,54
@659 ’./5..\35 :‘\‘;—)’ /3

Nor betray your trusts knowingly.

Ayah 28
\)?;/5. -~ 2 ,/'-;5./,-//,
SIS P ATE TR
And know that your wealth and your children are only a test

The term "fitnah" signifies a test or a touchstone by which a person is
evaluated. Wealth and children are indeed tremendously substantial trials;
they can become heavy shackles that jeopardize one’s eternal life by
preventing one from striving for the support of the Deen. Consequently,
one can become so consumed with the relentless pursuit of wealth, the
accumulation of material possessions, and the quest for a prosperous
future for one’s children that one becomes indistinguishable from an oxen
laboring tirelessly at a mill. This incessant struggle drains all life from his
body, leaving him incapable of exerting any effort towards the Deen to
seek Allah’s pleasure and achieve success in the afterlife.

¢ ~ »{C 5 /\’n Z
@ aiks S laiis Al s
And that with Allah is a great reward.
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Al-Anfal 6
Ayat 29 to 40
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Ayah 29
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O believers! If you are mindful of Allah, He will grant you a
decisive authority

If you uphold the path of Taqwa (piety), Allah will continually provide you
with "Furqan" (the ability to distinguish between right and wrong). The
first instance of this Furqan was manifested in the form of your victory in
the Battle of Badr.

i 1% w ¢ . e wo 22 S8 w
&Eﬂ‘g&ﬂ\,;@‘,bﬁ}mj Luﬂ,g-(.a.;’
Absolve you of your sins, and forgive you. And Allah is the
Lord of infinite bounty.

Ayah 30
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Al-Anfal 7

And (remember, O Prophet,) when the disbelievers
conspired [against You], To capture, kill, or exile you.

This refers to the conspiracies crafted by the Quraysh of Makkah against
the Messenger of Allah Al5i% during the period preceding the Hijrah. After
all their tactics against him A5t had failed, they resorted to plotting his
assassination, engaging in serious deliberations regarding this matter.
OGS %L &bl 5" 4 5035 6335033
They planned, but Allah also planned. And Allah is the best
of planners.

Ayah 31

e

TIN5 &) TS Qe WA a3 J Uae 316 W gl 325051

O b
Whenever Our revelations are recited to them, they challenge
(you), “We have already heard (the recitation). If we wanted,
we could have easily produced something similar. This
(Quran) is nothing but ancient fables!”

This statement has been attributed to Nadr ibn al-Harith in historical
accounts and books of Seerah. However, such remarks from them were
merely rhetorical. Allah, the Almighty, had repeatedly challenged them to
fabricate a similar text and bring forth a third party for judgment if they
did not believe the Quran to be Allah’s revelation. However, they could
never muster the courage to accept this challenge. Similarly, until the
previous century, many Orientalists kept accusing Muhammad lsif of
having compiled the Qur'an from the Torah and the Gospel. However,
today, due to advancements in research, such unfounded allegations have
diminished significantly.

Ayah 32

Z Yt 9/1/ 2 s G/’ 4 //9 /‘!‘ :’
G 55l W 3120 Apds (e G501 5 1a 68 ) 540116 3y 5
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And (remember) when they prayed, “O Allah! If this is
indeed the truth from You, then rain down stones upon us
from the sky or overcome us with a painful punishment.”
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Al-Anfal 8

As previously mentioned, the primary concern for the leaders of the
Quraysh was to prevent the common people of Makkah from being
influenced by the invitation brought by Muhammad 5%, the Messenger
of Allah. They would keep devising various strategies to accomplish this.
This ayah refers to one such strategy: Their prominent chiefs would
publicly state during gatherings that if this Quran was indeed a revelation
from Allah, why had no punishment befallen them despite their rejection
of it? In fact, they would even invoke Allah in a prayerful manner,
exclaiming, "O Allah! If this Quran is indeed Your speech, then rain down
stones from the sky or send some form of painful torment upon us for
rejecting it". Subsequently, they would publicize this strategy, proclaiming:
“Look, there has been no response to our prayer at all; if it were truly the
word of Allah, we would have been struck by punishment by now”. These
were the tactics they used to set the minds of the public at rest.

Ayah 33
»@’J /’V\)&-ﬂw\og(ﬂ’
But Allah would never punish them while you (O Prophet)
were in their midst.

Although these individuals had become fully deserving of punishment,
Divine tradition dictated that they be spared the kind of torment they were
invoking while the Messenger of Allah &lsaf was present among them. This
is because Allah commands His Messenger and the believers to emigrate
before sending any collective punishment upon a people, and the
punishment typically befalls them only after their departure.

L s 8- 5% .9 50
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Nor would He ever punish them if they prayed for forgiveness.

The dynamics of Makkah, in terms of beliefs and actions, were rather
muddled. Among the general populace, there were simple-hearted
individuals who remembered Allah and offered their supplications to
Him,recited the Talbiyah, and sought forgiveness. Thus, in such a state of
affairs, Allah did not wish to inflict collective punishment upon the society
of Makkah. Moreover, as elucidated in ayah 37 of this very surah, collective
punishment does not descend upon a nation until Allah has separated the

pure from the impure: { &l 5o Eisd A Sudb.
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Ayah 34
,/4\555‘\}} ’....J”\gsu,uéj}n,m AN CA G
And why should Allah not punish them wh1le they hinder
pilgrims from the Sacred Mosque?

IR PO M ISP N A SR I AT 1
Claiming to be its rightful guardians. None has the right to
guardianship except those mindful (of Allah), but most
pagans do not know.

Ayah 35
'3 M—)ié&‘ﬁ\gﬁiﬂ\& y ’,Mug[ﬁ’
Their prayer at the Sacred House was nothing but whistling
and clapping.

The Quraysh of Makkah had so distorted their acts of worship that their
prayers had been reduced to superficial practices such as whistling and
clapping. What’s more, they considered the most esteemed form of
circumambulation (Tawaf) around the Kaaba to be the Tawaf performed
in complete nudity.

V4 25 PR -3 .’°~ ” 44
P oAl 3509
So taste the punishment for your disbelief.

It has been made evident that Allah's punishment does not befall solely as
stones raining down from the heavens. Instead, the overwhelming defeat
they suffered in the Battle of Badr serves as a potent manifestation of
Allah's retribution against them.

Ayah 36
b s o 27 5;/,ﬁ/,5/ ,...’i ;f//’~ﬁﬁ
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Surely the disbelievers spend their wealth to hinder others
from the Path of Allah.

Such expenditures fall under the category of "spending in the path of
Shaytan (Satan)" and "in the way of Shirk (associating partners with
Allah)." The Quraysh's preparations for the army, provision of supplies,
procurement of weapons, and arrangements for camels, horses, and
rations exemplify their spending in the service of Satan and Shirk. They

i T
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acted as Mujahidin (warriors) in the path of Satan, with the mission of
obstructing Allah’s creation from His path.

,/’5’~/,,/, ’ » /’.’ swe 2
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They will continue to spend to the point of regret.

This spending will ultimately cause them profound regret, and the weight
of their remorse will burden their souls, for they will realize that despite
squandering their Wealth and losing their lives, they could not cause any
harm to Muhammad A5%. Their regrets will intensify when € s\ s& J5;
B3a5 o8 JbL 4 b 53358 (Al-Isra’ 81) “And say: Truth has come, and
falsehood has departed. Indeed, falsehood, by nature, departs.” becomes a
tangible reality before them, leaving them facing overwhelming defeat and
begging for mercy from the people of truth.

ISR g
Then they will be defeated and the disbelievers will be driven
into Hell.

This signifies that those among them who embrace faith will be forgiven
by Allah, while those who persist in disbelief until they encounter death,
will become fuel for Hellfire.

Ayah 37
é':!(’/ &‘/,// A7 ww”uﬁ /’!‘iw‘/: :/’

g i ls
So Allah may separate the evil from the good. He will pile up
the evil ones all together and then cast them into Hell.

/;M‘Mﬂu i

They are the (true) losers.

Ayah 38
RECROVSHEF PR g
Tell the disbelievers that if they des1st, their past w111 be
forgiven.

This implies that there is still an opportunity for them; if they embrace
faith even now, all their prior transgressions will be forgiven.
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But if they persist, then they have an example in those
destroyed before them.

They are fully aware of the fate that befell those nations that rejected
their prophets. Prior to this surah, the Makki revelations had already been
completely delivered, including Surah Al-An’am and Surah Al-A’raf.
Hence, the dismal fates of the people of Nih .3l ok, HGd (3 ok, Saleh
Sl ale, Shu'ayb i 4k, and Lat ik had already become well known
to them.

Ayah 39

¢ "‘"a”’w 5’/1?;/:' 594/}:/5’59»:/

PEUTEENUTS SR OEEY S sa36s

Fight against them until there is no more persecution—and
(your) devotion will be entirely to Allah.

This very command has been articulated in Surah Al-Baqarah, ayah 193.
However, here the inclusion of the word “%¥* adds to the grandeur and
emphasis of this directive. It implicitly addresses the Muslims thus: “O
Muslims! fifteen years have passed since your movement for the
supremacy of the Deen commenced. During this time, you have
successfully navigated the stages of invitation, organization, training, and
sheer patience. Now, consider the era of passive resistance to have come
to an end. Our Messenger [zt has initiated active resistance, and as a
result, the movement has now entered the phase of armed conflict. Now
that swords have clattered against swords, yours shall not return to their
sheaths until the mission is accomplished, which requires that “fitnah” be
entirely eradicated. "Fitnah", in essence, refers to the prevailing dominance
of falsehood within a society, which makes it difficult for individuals to
uphold their faith and adhere to Allah’s commandments. Therefore, the
battle will continue until falsehood is completely vanquished and the
religion of Allah is firmly established. This dominance of Allah's Deen is
not acceptable in partiality; it must encompass the entirety of life.

PR SO /s’»ﬁf,/”% rd
@%ad G LA OB 136501 B

But if they desist, then surely Allah is All-Seeing of what
they do.
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Ayah 40
% L 1 242 5 ,//l» ﬁ/";”f,ﬁﬁy ~
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And if they do not comply, then know that Allah is your

Protector. What an excellent Protector, and what an excellent
Helper!

Ayat 41 to 44
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Ayah 41
’555 M 297 /‘/5,; ‘!‘GE 51’“!.{’.1 /ﬁ'/?”/’/
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Know that whatever spoils you take, one-fifth is for Allah and
the Messenger, his close relatives

This ayah elucidates the code governing the distribution of spoils of war.
It is important to observe that since the inception of his prophethood, the
Messenger of Allah Aisf had no means of livelihood. Following his
marriage to Khadijah s &) ), she devoted all her wealth for his disposal.
As long as he Ayt stayeé in Makkah, his personal expenditures were
sustained by this wealth. However, after the Hijrah, no permanent
arrangements existed to provide for his needs. Additionally, he had
relatives and dependents whose support was also his responsibility. Thus,
it became essential to establish a reasonable and sustainable system for
these expenditures. Consequently, a fifth of the spoils was allocated to the
Bait al-Mal (treasury), thereby securing not only the personal needs of the

Prophet A5t and the maintenance of his noble wives but also the support

of his kin.
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Orphans, the poor, and (needy) travellers

From this fifth portion, assistance will also be extended to the
underprivileged members of society.
21T L 20 29 54 Y |2 % K 5 P 1
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If you (truly) believe in Allah and what We revealed to Our

servant on that decisive day when the two armies met (at
Badr).

S g ed s
@503 5 (E B A3
And Allah is Most Capable of everything.

What especially descended on the Day of Decision (the Battle of Badr) was
Divine aid and support from Allah. Allah had promised that angels would
descend for your assistance. Although these angels were not visible to you
on the battlefield, just as you have unwavering faith in Allah and His
revelation, in the coming of Jibril ;3L ok with Divine messages, and in the
authenticity of this Qut'an as a revelation from Allah, so should your faith
encompass the certainty that Allah fulfilled His promise to aid His
Messenger At and the believers, and that your victory at Badr was solely
due to Allah’s support. If your conviction in this reality is firm, then accept
wholeheartedly and gladly the decree that a fifth of the spoils of war shall
be for Allah, His Messenger (l5i%, and the Bait al-Mal.

Each individual who was a part of the army in the battle, regardless of
whether he had actively fought or not, or had gathered significant spoils
or none at all, received an equal share. However, mounted soldiers were
allotted two shares, while infantrymen received one. This distinction was
made because the expenses related to providing the mounts and the costs
incurred for maintaining those animals were borne personally by those
individuals.

Ayah 42
s vadll 550400 2553050 H4TY
(Remember) when you were on the near side of the valley,
your enemy on the far side.
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The valley of Badr is constricted to the north and south but expands into
an open plain in the middle. From its northern border, a route lead towards
Syria, while from the southern periphery, another path extended towards
Makkah. Besides, a road from the eastern side of the valley lead to
Madinah. In ancient times, the majority of the pilgrims’ caravans used to
traverse through the valley of Badr, but nowadays, due to the construction
of the new motorway, “Tariq al-Hijrah,” pilgrims do not find the
opportunity to pass through these landmarks. At the time of the Battle of
Badr, by Divine arrangement, both armies arrived at the valley of Badr
almost simultaneously. Here, this scheme of Allah, the Almighty, has been
mentioned: when the Quraysh’s army arrived at the farther (southern) edge
of the valley, the Prophet Al and his army arrived from the east at the
edge closer to Madinah.
PREN AT
And the caravan was below you.

The trade caravan of the Quraysh was traveling along the coast at that
point in time. Abu Sufyan, on one hand, had sent a message to the people
of Makkah for assistance, and on the other hand, he had taken the
precaution of diverting the caravan towards the coastline, away from the
original route. This meant that instead of taking the accustomed path
through the valley of Badr, the caravan was now traveling along the
coastline. Beyond the mountain range of Badr lies the plain of Tihamabh,
which extends to the seashore. The caravan was at the farthest edge of this
plain, near the sea. Therefore, it has been said that the caravan was at a

lower point below you.
2
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Even if the two armies had made an appointment (to meet),
both would have certainly missed it.

This means that it was by Allah’s design that both armies arrived
simultaneously at the two peripheries of the valley. Had the two groups
agreed on a specific time to reach the designated place, there would surely
have been discrepancies in timing. However, Allah synchronized the
arrival of both armies, because He intended to ensure the confrontation
and explicate to the people of Makkah where Allah’s support truly lay.
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Still it transpired so Allah may establish what He had
destined,

,.10‘/; At AP
That those who were to perish might do so after the truth had
been made clear

This was to ensure that no ambiguity regarding the truth is left; even for
those among the people of Makkah who had till now been misled by their
chiefs, there remains no doubt or vagueness in the way of recognizing the
truth. If, even after this, someone is bent upon keeping his eyes closed and
prefers to continue on the path of destruction, it is his own choice. In any
case, Allah’s intent is that should such people perish, each individual
among them should do so only after the truth has been unequivocally

revealed.
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And those who were to survive might do so after the truth had
been made clear. Surely Allah is All-Hearing, All-Knowing.

Whoever wishes to come to the right path may do so based upon this clear
evidence, thereby attaining symbolic life.

Ayah 43
(Remember, O Prophet,) when Allah showed them in your
dream as few in number.

The Messenger of Allah 2zt saw in a dream that the number of the
Quraysh’s army was not particularly large, with only a few people coming
to fight at Badr, while in actual fact, it was a titanic army comprising a
thousand men.
EESHEHE
Had He shown them to you as many

Had Allah shown their true numbers to you:
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You (believers) would have certainly faltered and disputed in
the matter.

Knowing the enemy's actual numbers and strength would have
disheartened you, causing disputes over whether to confront them at Badr.
These differences in opinion would have weakened your ranks.

% PP
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But Allah spared you (from that). Surely He knows best what
is (hidden) in the hearts.

While it is true that the dream seen by the Messenger of Allah Alsif could
not have been false, as the dreams of prophets are always true, Mufassirin
(exegetists of the Quran) have explained this by suggesting that the true
essence of the disbelievers' army was shown to the Prophet Alsf. An
entity does not only have a quantitative aspect, but also a qualitative
aspect which reveals its inner state and true essence. From a quantitative
perspective, the disbelievers' army consisted of a thousand men,
outnumbering the Muslims three to one, but the inner state of this army
was entirely different. In reality, many among the common people of
Makkah regarded the Prophet At as the finest individual in their society.
His companions . 4l s, too, were among the best people of Makkah in
their opinions. The general populace genuinely believed that Muhammad
A=k and his companions s &l s>, had committed no crime; they were
only sincere monotheists and noble humans who promoted virtuous
deeds. Consequently, the silent majority of Makkah had harbored
sympathies towards the Muslims from the outset. Many of these
individuals had joined the army under the command of their chiefs and
leaders, but their hearts were not aligned with them. In truth, the passion
to risk one's life in battle is what makes a person courageous and strong,
and this fervor stems from the veracity of ideology and firmness of belief.
The army of the Quraysh totally lacked any such zeal, and hence, despite
being many in number, were, in essence, extremely meager. It was this
essence, which summed up the actual state of the army, that Allah had
shown to the Prophet Aot

(to be continued at Page 40)
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MESSAGE OF THE QUR’AN

(Continued from Page 81)

Ayah 44
s 2Ty s CNNEs ENE (& 5 L0 Ty 2 A2 ey 2 L9 2 21
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Then when your armies met, Allah made them appear as few
in your eyes, and made you appear as few in theirs

When the two armies faced each other, Allah created a situation wherein
the Muslims perceived the disbelievers' forces as fewer, and likewise, the
disbelievers saw the Muslims as fewer in number. This Divine arrangement
was crafted so that the battle would be fought with resolve and
determination. Allah intended for that day to be a "Day of Distinction"

and did not want either party to evade confrontation.
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So, Allah may establish what He had destined. And to Allah
(all) matters will be returned (for judgment).
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